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ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL SPENT EIGHT YEARS IN LABOR CAMP
He wouldn't play ball with the Bolsheviks so he was punished

Archbishop sent to Siberia
honored by Canadian faithful

An archbishop who spent
eight years in a Siberian
prison camp because he re-
fused to deny God was hon-
ored last night at a birthday
party given by 500 of his pa-

rishioners
York hotel.
Archbishop Michael of the
Eastern Diocese, Ukrainian
Greek Orthodox Church, re-
fused to discuss his years of

at the Royal
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Archbishop sent to Siberia honored by Canadian faithful

An archbishop who spent eight years in a Siberian
prison camp because he refused to deny God was honored last
night at a birthday party given by 500 of his parishioners at the

Royal York hotel.

Archbishop Michael of the Eastern Diocese, Ukrainian
Greek Orthodox Church, refused to discuss his years of hard
labor in the 1930s. "It would take too long to tell" he said.

He was released in 1937 and returned to the Ukraine,
but was then uprooted by the war and forced to go to Germany.
Fourteen years ago he came to Canada. He still rejoices in that

decision.

"I thank God from the bottom of my heart that I came

to Canada," he said.

Prime Minister Lester Pearson and Opposition Leader
John Diefenbaker sent their best wishes yesterday. Archbishop
Michael turned 80 last July, but celebrated his birthday on the
feast of his patron saint, Archangel Michael.

His friends last night gave him a present of an
undisclosed sum of money which he plans to spend publishing his
books. He has written his own story and poetry, and composes

liturgical music.

Of the eight years' captivity he would say only: "They
always tried to break my faith. I carried rocks in a wheelbarrow."
Now, he says, "I feel very good. The future is with God."
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